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of nonsense. That is one of the ways she ‘&!ﬂ to

fight off the challenge of God. And we do the same

To continue the reading:
,\0’

} "Jesus said to her 'Go, Call vour husband
s

and come here"”'. The woman answered him, 'I have
\no husband'.

Jesus gives the conversation a totally unexpect
ed twist. And the woman is startled. They were
just about to get into a theological debate. Talk-
ing religion and arguing various points and beliefs
while interesting is not a very good way of con-
victing, And she had to be a little amazed when
Jesus suddenly inserted an irreverant intrusion int
her personal life, "Go get your husband". And
she coudd only indignantly replv. "I have noft hus-
band",

To pick up the reading at middle of the 17th

"Jesus said to her, "7bu are right in saying
I have no husband: for you have had five husbands,
and him whom you now have is not your husband; this
you truly say',

Now, then, the real problem appears, it comes
out in the open. What needed sorting out was not

a legal and theological problem, but a moral one.
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mental struggle in which we try to come to terms

A conversation with Christ is often not so_mﬁifjf -
with his claims, as it is a moral struggle in which
we resist thss light that comes to strike right
into the hidden places of our lives.

But the woman is not quite ready to face up to
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her oondition, as we note in the reading: 7\

The woman said to him "Sir I perceive that you

are a prophet. OQur fathers wosshipped on this

i
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mountain, and vou say that in Herusalem is the
»lace where men ought to worship God",

She tries to divert the conversation back to
a theological level, .and raises what we might call
the denominational issue. This was the old point
of contention between the Jews and the Samaritans -
the correct location of the temple, For far less
important matters Christians have split themselves
into groups, rival groups. The woman was in effect
saying "You religious people are all divided. So how
can I make up my mind?"

A But Jesus is not going to be diverted:

Jesus said to her "Woman believe me, the hour
is coming when neither on this mountain nor in

Jerusalem will you worship the Father, You worship

wh t ou do n t kn we worshl what we know, for
¥1on is thé Jews, the hour ?s éomgnp



‘and now is, when the true worshiipers will wr ip
the father in spirit and truth, for the father seek
such to worship him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him. must worship him in spirit and truth."

Jesus doesn't lose his patience when she tries
to divert him. He knows her need, and wants her to
know his Father and the power that God can give.
Its strange, isn't it, that one of our Lord's most
profound teaching - one which has echoed for centur-
ies - was first given in a casual coneersation with
an apparently immoral and irreligious woman by the
side of a well? That's the way it is with Jesus.
We don't need theological training, we don't need t
clean ourselves up, we don't need to be religious
before we can meet God in Christ,

Now, the conversation moves it its climax as

we see as the reading continues:

The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is
coming (He who is called Christ); when he comes, he
will show us all thingsZ Jesus said to her, "I who
speak to you am he",

I am he, I am the one you have been looking for
I am the one who has brought God to you, the one

who brings you to God, the one who gives direction
to your life, the one who sorts out moral confusion.



the one who has a job for you to do in this world

of fear and prejgdiée and divisions. "I am he".

'P—\'n,‘a -
Let us f;:!sh our scripture reading:

"Just then the disciples came, They marveled
that he was talking with a woman, but none said *¥h
‘what do you wish', or 'whv are you talking to this
woamn', So the woman left her water jar, and went
away into the city, and said to the people, *Come
, see a man who told me all hhat I ever did. Can this
be the Christ?l They went out of the city and were .
coming to him".

So the disciples have come back from town and
the gospel writer merely makes note of that. But
the woman was overwhlmed with her discovery, she @&

&»what most of us are scared to do. She went right

back to the town where her repugation was known,

and told them about Christ. A-lieti®s lafer—ain

the—same—chapter 6Ff John it is wrttten

Our Scripture skips several verses now and we

pick it up at the 39th verse:

Many Samaritans from that city believed in him
because of the woman's testimony "He told me all

§ that I ever did'. So when the Samaritns. came to him

)

they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed

there two days. And many believed because pfhis
: word.,



They said to the woman, 'It is no longer because oi
your words that we believe, for we have heard for
ourselves, and we know that this indeed is the
Sgvior of the world'",

Now this is where we come in. We have been
eavedropping on a conversation. Hoepfully as we
have eavesdropped we have been having our onw
conversation with Christ.

Most of us have some second hand knowledge of th
Lord, thru our parents, our friends, our teahers,
the church. What matters is that we reach the point
of saying "It is no longer because of what you sai
that we believe, for we have heard him for ourselve
and we know that this is in truth the Savior of
the world".

This is not an idea that we are confronted
with. What we are confronted with is a person.
And he asks us, knowing us as well as he did the
woman at the well,, the question that he K4 asks
to all who would be his diciples: "Who am I . .
who do you say that I am?" With Peter perahps
we are ready now to affirm "You are the Christ,

the son of the living God"

Lord we belive; help our unbelief.



